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goods in some comer of this haunted cave where they may lie is
safety. After that we must decide on our best course for the
future/
The goddess now plunged into the gloom of the cavern to
explore it for a hiding-place, while Odysseus made haste to
bring in all his belongings, the gold, the indestructible copper
and the fine fabrics the Phaeacians had given him. After he had
stowed them carefully away, Pallas Athene, Daughter of Zeus,
closed the entrance with a stone.
The pair then sat down by the trunk of the sacred olive-tree
to scheme the downfall of the presumptuous Suitors, and the
bright-eyed goddess put the case to Odysseus. (Royal son of
Laertes/ shesaid, 'youareaman ofresource. Consider now how
you will come to grips with this gang of profligates who for
three whole years have been lording it in your palace, paying
court to your incomparable wife and tempting her with mar-
riage settlements. All this time she has pined for your home-
coming, and though she has given them all some grounds for
hope and doled out promises in private messages to each, her
real wishes are very different.9
'Alas!' cried Odysseus of the nimble wits.' It seems to me that
I should have come to the same miserable end as King Agamem-
non directly I set foot in my home, if you, goddess, had not
made all this clear to me. I beseech you to think of some way by
which I could pay these miscreants out. And take your stand at
my side, filling me with the spirit that dares all, as you did on the
day when we pulled down Troy^s shining diadem of towers.
Ah, Lady of the bright eyes, if only you would aid me with such
vehemence as you did then, I could fight against three hundred,
with you beside me, sovran goddess, and with your whole-
hearted help to count on!)
(Indeed I will stand at your side,' Athene answered. * I shall not
forget you when the time comes for this task of ours. As for
those Suitors who are wasting your fortune, I can already see
them staining your broad floors with their own blood and
brains. But now to work! I am going to change you beyond

